
 

 

 

Upper El and Middle School Music Curriculum 2020/21 

 

2020/21 Ukulele Music Program  

Music is a social activity and considering the present social challenges I have decided to center your child’s music 

education around the study of the Ukulele for the 2020/21 school year.   

Why this program? Why Uke?  

As students and educators abide by strict social codes this year, we wish to rise to the challenge of a live WHMS 

experience. I have chosen group instrumental study to provide students with a real, substantial music education I 

can build on that is possible both in-person and virtually, and most importantly, safely. 

Ukulele is a fun, compact, affordable instrument that is easy on small hands while providing the potential for 

virtuosity by the advanced musician. All aspects and levels of musicianship may be explored with long-term 

planning and commitment.   

Curriculum: 

- Intro to Ukulele (history, terms, care)  

- Basic music theory (musical terms, symbols and note-reading in first position)   

- Learning chords in first position 

- Learning songs from traditional music charts and notation  

Materials: 

- One soprano or concert size ukulele in C6 tuning and ukulele strap (provided by student) 

- One Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Book 1 (provided by WHMS)  

Logistics: Lessons will be held outside whenever possible adhering to health guidelines in the students’ designated 

cohort. Students are responsible for their instrument; while home practice is excellent it is advisable to leave the 

ukulele in school since shared materials is impossible.  Virtual Consideration: Private Zoom lessons will be 

provided to students who opt for a virtual education and will be scheduled with myself directly. These lessons will 

begin 1:1 and will expand to groups of 4 or more depending on skill level.  

 



Buying a Uke: 

If choosing to purchase a new ukulele, Hilton Music in Colonie Center is offering a 15% discount to WHMS 

students: Lorain Hilton-Van Zandt, President Hilton Music Center Inc. 518-459-9400 www.hiltonmusiccenter.com 

If considering a used instrument, Guitar Center and Parkway Music have a great selection and knowledgeable staff. 

Beginner soprano ukes start at around $22  

In Closing: 

While the new school year proposes challenges for everyone, I hope that music can provide my students with a 

valuable bit of fun. Please email me with any thoughts, questions or if help is needed. 

I look forward to making real music with everyone again soon.  

-Iggy Calabria, UE and MS Music Teacher 

http://www.hiltonmusiccenter.com/

